BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON

the English Tongue, prefixed to the Dictionary : *H seldom,
perhaps never, begins any but the first syllable.' In an Essay
printed in The Publick Advertiser, this lively writer enumer-
ated many instances in opposition to this remark; for ex-
ample, The authour of this observation must be a man of a
quick appre-hension, and of a most compre-hensive genius.'
The position is undoubtedly expressed with too much lati-
tude.

This light sally, we may suppose, made no great impres-
sion on our Lexicographer; for we find that he did not alter
the passage till many years afterwards.

1756 : ^ETAT. 47.] - In 1756 Johnson found that the great.
fame of his Dictionary had not set him above the necessity
of 'making provision for the day that was passing over him.'
No royal or noble patron extended a munificent hand to give
independence to the man who had conferred stability on the
language of his country.
He had spent, during the progress of the work, the money
for which he had contracted to write his Dictionary. We have
seen that the reward of his labour was only fifteen hundred
and seventy-five pounds; and when the expence of amanu-
enses and paper, and other articles are deducted, his clear
profit was very inconsiderable. I once said to him, CI am
sorry, Sir, you did not get more for your Dictionary.9 His
answer was, *I am sorry, too. But it was very well. The book-
sellers are generous, liberal-minded men.' He, upon all occa-
sions, did ample justice to their character in this respect. He
considered them as the patrons of literature; and, indeed,
although they have eventually been considerable gainers by
his Dictionary-, it is to them that we owe its having been
undertaken and carried through at the risk of great expence,
for they were not absolutely sure of being indemnified.
On the first day of this year we find from his private de-
votions, that he had then recovered from sickness; and in
February that his eye was restored to its use. The pious grati-
tude with which he acknowledges mercies upon every occa-
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